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Abstract. — Platycephalus cantori Bleeker, 1879, P. maculosus Peters, 1869 
and P. bobbosok Bleeker, 1853 are here regarded as junior synonyms of P. 
carbunculus Valenciennes in Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1833. Lectotypes are se- 
lected for P. cantori and P. maculosus. 


With a brief description based on a spec- 
imen from Bombay, Valenciennes in Cuvier 
& Valenciennes (1833) described Platyce- 
phalus carbunculus (currently Eurycephal- 
us carbunculus according to Imamura, 
1996). Cantor (1849) identified specimens 
from Pinang as Platycephalus carbunculus 


and gave a more extensive description. 
Gunther (1860) erroneously listed dried 
skins from Dr. Cantor’s collection as types 
of P. carbunculus and synonymized P. car- 
bunculus under P. malabaricus Cuvier, 
1829. Bleeker (1879) insisted that Cantor’s 
P. carbunculus was not P. carbunculus Va- 


Table 1. — Counts and proportional measurements of holotype of Eurycephalus carbunculus and syntypes of 
Platycephalus cantori. 



E. carbunculus 
(Holotype) 

Platycephalus cantori 
(Syntypes) 


Standard length (SL) mm 

128.4 

133.6 

135.4 

Head length (HL) 

43.1 

44.3 

43.2 

Counts 

Dorsal-fin rays 

I- VIII- 11 

I- VIII- 11 

I-VII-? 

Anal-fin rays 

12 

12 

12 

Pectoral-fin rays 

19 

19 

19 

Pelvic-fin rays 

L 5 

I, 5 

I, 5 

Lateral line scales 

54 

53 

53 

Proportions as % SL 

Head length 

33.6 

33.2 

31.9 

Snout length 

8.8 

9.0 

8.1 

Orbital diameter 

8.6 

9.4 

8.3 

Interorbital width 

1.9 

1.7 

7 

Length of caudal peduncle 

8.8 

9.2 

8.9 

Depth of caudal peduncle 

4.4 

4.1 

4.5 

Pectoral-fin length 

15.1 

15.4 

7 

Proportions as % HL 

Snout length 

26.2 

27.1 

25.5 

Orbital diameter 

25.5 

28.2 

25.9 

Interorbital width 

5.8 

5.2 

? 

Upper jaw length 

34.1 

35.9 

34.5 

Lower jaw length 

50.3 

53.0 

53.9 
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Fig. 1. Dorsal view of head of holotype of Eurycephalus carbunculus, MNHN 6875. Scale bar indicates 10 
mm. 


lenciennes and renamed it P. cantori. After 
examining the primary type specimens of 
P. carbunculus and P. cantori, de Beaufort 
& Briggs (1962) followed Bleeker in rec- 
ognizing the two species. Murty (1982) list- 
ed Thysanophrys cantori but noted the lack 
of authentic records from India. We believe 
de Beaufort and Briggs were incorrect and 
we regard P. cantori Bleeker, 1879, P. bo- 
bossok Bleeker, 1 860 and P. maculosus Pe- 
ters, 1869 as junior synonyms of P. car- 
bunculus Valenciennes in Cuvier & Valen- 
ciennes, 1833. 

Counts and measurements follow Hubbs 
& Lagler (1958). Institutional abbreviations 
are taken from Leviton et al. (1985). 

A characteristic series of pimple-like pro- 
tuberances on the upper margin of the eye 
(Fig. 1), with one elongated as a simple ten- 
tacle, is present in the holotype of Euryce- 
phalus carbunculus (MNHN 6875). This 
series is also readily visible in the putative 


types P. bobossok (RMNH 5919) and the 
syntypes of P. maculosus (ZMB 5145) but, 
unfortunately, cannot be seen on the dried 
skins (syntypes) of P. cantori (BMNH 
1860.3.19.268-9). However, the mottled 
coloration on the back and sides of the body 
(Fig. 2), short snout, lack of any interoper- 
cular flaps, presence of a preorbital spine, 
supraorbital ridge well-serrated above the 
eye, and three or more suborbital spines 
confirm that the putative syntypes of P. 
cantori are identifiable as E. carbunculus. 
The same combination of characters is ev- 
ident in the type specimens of P. bobossok 
and P. maculosus. A comparison of counts 
and proportional measurements of the ho- 
lotype of E. carbunculus and the syntypes 
of P. cantori appears in Table. 1. The close 
agreement in proportional measurements 
and the combination of 1 1 dorsal soft rays, 
12 anal-fin rays, 19 pectoral-fin rays and a 
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Fig. 2. Lateral view of lectotype of Platycephalus cantori (upper, 133.6 mm SL) BMNH 1860.3.19.268 and 
paralectotype (lower, 135.4 mm SL) BMNH 1860.3.19.269. 


pelvic-fin ray count of 1,5 are further evi- 
dence of their strong similarity. 

It seems appropriate here to designate 
lectotypes for Platycephalus cantori Bleek- 
er and P. maculosus Peters. We select 
BMNH 1860.3.19.268 (134 mm SL, caudal 
fin largely broken, interorbital space entire) 
as the lectotype and BMNH 1860.3.19.269 
(135 mm SL, caudal fin mostly complete, 
interorbital space truncated) as the paralec- 
totype of P. cantori. ZMB 5145 (93 mm 
SL) is selected as the lectotype of P. ma- 
culosus Peters and ZMB 32760 (129 mm) 
as a paralectotype. As Peters (1869), in a 
footnote, compared several features of the 
above two specimens from Singapore with 
ZMB 724 (1, 103 mm) from the Celebes, 
we regard the latter to be part of the type 
series and, is here designated as a second 
paralectotype. Bleeker (1853:461) de- 
scribed Platycephalus bobossok from a sin- 
gle specimen (148 mm in length) from Ba- 
tavia. In his later revision of Platycephalus, 
Bleeker (1879:24) listed 4 specimens of P. 
bobossok (118—180 mm in length) from Ba- 
tavia and other localities. Three specimens 


(143, 146, 156 mm total length) are cur- 
rently found in the type collection (RMNH 
5919). Of these, the specimen 146 mm in 
total length most closely approximates 
Bleeker’s holotype. 
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